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New How-To Book Helps Microsoft® ‘Power Users’ Make Smooth Transition to Linux and Open Source Software Experience 

Hentzenwerke Announces release of Linux Transfer for Windows® Power Users; Title is Latest Installment in Series Designed to Ease Microsoft Users’ Embrace of Open Source

MILWAUKEE, May 5, 2004 – Hentzenwerke Publishing announced today the release of Linux Transfer for Windows® Power Users: Getting started with Linux for the desktop, the third book in a series that specializes in guiding lifelong Microsoft® users through the transition to the freely distributed Linux operating system and related open source software applications. This latest edition is the first in the series written by Hentzenwerke’s President Whil Hentzen, a custom software developer and veteran technical writer, editor, and publisher. 

Linux Transfer for Windows Power Users aims to walk an experienced Microsoft computer user through the entire process of switching to open source – including conversion to the Linux operating system that replaces Microsoft Windows as well as day-to-day use of open source applications for common computing tasks such as word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, graphics processing, e-mail and Internet browsing. 

Like the other books in the Linux Transfer series, this latest Hentzenwerke title “is written to feel like the author is standing right behind the user to guide him or her through the process,” explains Hentzen, author of seven previous software-related how-to books. The easy-to-read style is designed for an experienced computer user comfortable with tasks such as loading software or configuring sound cards. However, it is much less “techie” than typical computer reference books targeted at software developers and information technologists.  

“The goal of all of the books in the Linux Transfer series is to present technical details of using open source in a way that takes advantage of the reader's experience with computers in general, and specifically with Microsoft software and operating systems,” said Hentzen, himself a longtime Microsoft-based developer and user. Before transitioning his own company to Linux, Hentzen was recognized eight years in a row since 1994 as a Microsoft MVP (Most Valuable Professional) for his contributions to the Microsoft development community and in 2001 was the first recipient of Microsoft’s prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award for Visual FoxPro. “As more Microsoft users explore their many open source options, Linux is moving away from being a niche technology enjoyed by ‘computer geeks’ and into the mainstream computing world. Henztenwerke’s goal is to simplify this transition for the common business or personal computer user.”

Indeed, the absence of exorbitant licensing fees and a lack of cumbersome usage restrictions are making Linux and open source an economically attractive alternative (or complement) to Microsoft products for corporations, small businesses, and home users alike. Linux is expected to surpass Apple in market share for desktop operating systems on computers sold in 2004, and it is widely predicted that the Linux desktop will capture some 20 percent of the market for desktop computers in large enterprises within five years. Moreover, many computer experts and users perceive open source applications as less vulnerable than Windows-based systems that frequently fall victim to hackers, viruses, and other security failures. 

Edited by Chris Herborth, Linux Transfer for Windows Power Users begins with an overview of Linux and guides the reader through the key similarities and differences between the open source operating system and Microsoft Windows. It then explores in detail the Linux counterparts to traditional Microsoft programs such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Internet Explorer and Outlook. Along the way, the title goes into topics a converting Microsoft user will eventually need to know about using Linux, such as file compatibility, how to use Windows programs on a Linux computer, and using Linux with and without a Windows license.

This latest Hentzenwerke Publishing title costs $29.95 in paperback and the e-book version is available for purchase in PDF format. It can be purchased from Amazon.com and other booksellers, or direct from the publisher at www.hentzenwerke.com. 

Linux Transfer for Power Users: Getting started with Linux for the desktop serves as a complement to its Linux Transfer series predecessors –  OOoSwitch: 501 Things You Wanted To Know About Switching to OpenOffice.org from Microsoft® Office, by Tamar Granor, and Linux Transfer for Network Admins: A Roadmap for Building A Linux File and Print Server, by Michael Jang. Where Linux Transfer for Power Users provides an overview of the end-to-end process of using Linux in place of Windows, the previous two installments delve into greater detail into the respective areas of computing covered within their pages. 

#  #  #

About Hentzenwerke Publishing

Hentzenwerke Publishing, a division of Hentzenwerke Corp., is a Milwaukee, Wis.-based publisher of technical books for software developers and users. Hentzenwerke’s Linux Transfer series includes OOoSwitch: 501 Things You Wanted to Know About Switching to OpenOffice.org from Microsoft Office, by Tamar E. Granor, as well as Linux Transfer for Network Admins, Linux Transfer for Windows® Power Users, and several more titles to be published in 2004. 

Founded in 1982 as a customer software developer, Hentzenwerke published its first book in 1997 and currently offers more than 25 titles available in print or e-book format at www.hentzenwerke.com as well as through Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, and other booksellers. For more information, call (414) 332-9876, e-mail books@hentzenwerke.com, or visit www.hentzenwerke.com. 

About the Author

Whil Hentzen is the president of Hentzenwerke Publishing, a Milwaukee-based publisher that specializes in titles covering software development and, more recently, the migration of Windows developers and users to Linux. Hentzen started out as a custom software developer in the early 1980s using dBASE II and switched to FoxPro in 1990. He has presented more than 70 papers at conferences throughout North America and Europe, for seven years edited FoxTalk, Pinnacle Publishing's high-end Visual FoxPro technical journal, and hosted the Great Lakes Great Database Workshop since 1994. Hentzen was an eight-time Microsoft MVP (Most Valuable Professional) from 1994 through 2001 for his contributions to the FoxPro development community, and received the first Microsoft Lifetime Achievement Award for Visual FoxPro in 2001. Hentzen transitioned his business to Linux in 2002-03, and plans to publish as many as eight “how-to” books in the Linux Transfer series by the end of 2004. 

Hentzen is the author or co-author of nine technically oriented books, including books about Visual Studio (Visual FoxPro 6.0 Fundamentals), Visual FoxPro (Programming Visual FoxPro 3.0), FoxPro (Rapid Application Development with FoxPro 2.6), and custom software development (The Software Developer’s Guide, Third Edition) and was technical editor for The Pros Talk Visual FoxPro 3.0, published by Microsoft Press. He received his B.S. degree in mechanical engineering from Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, recognized as America’s top independent engineering school every year since 1999 by U.S. News & World Report.


About the Editor

A ten-year veteran of the technology field, Chris Herborth comes with a background in operating systems, programming and other interesting areas. 
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